December 2012
Dear Animal Lovers and Friends of the HSPC Animal Shelter,
Where did the year go? Last year at this time, my thoughts were centered on family and
business. Then a few short months ago I accepted the position of Executive Director at
the Humane Society of Portage County. Now my days are filled with the sounds of dogs
barking for attention, the blur of furiously wagging tails, the delightful drama of kittens
playing, and squeaks from the occasional guinea pig. Every day my thoughts are focused
on the tasks and challenges that the shelter staff, humane officers and volunteers face to
care for the lost, orphaned or unwanted animals in Portage County.
It has been a challenging year here at your shelter. With the difficult economy, the
contributions to the shelter have dropped. At the same time our population of cats and
kittens hit higher levels earlier this year than we have previously experienced.
We remain positive and have innovated many new ways to get our pets into homes. To
adopt cats we have held “adopt one get one free” promotions and some monthly specials
with reduced adoption fees.
We are proud that we are able to spay or neuter 100% of the pets that are adopted
because we know this will help reduce the number of homeless pets in our community.
We smile when we see you come to visit, when we watch a newly adopted animal walk
out the door, or when you send us photos of your pets. Those joys are what keep us
going. Your caring inspires us.
Now more than ever, we need your help. This holiday season, we expect many kittens,
puppies, cats and dogs to come through our doors. All of them depend on us to treat
their ailments, keep them warm, dry, and well-fed, and work to find them loving homes.
Please continue to be the support for every paw here by making your year-end 100% tax
deductible gift today. The precious animals that count on us will feel the difference your
contribution makes. All of us will be enriched by being part of a community that cares.
Wishing you happy holidays,
Ron Blaha—Executive Director
executive.director@hspcwi.org

A JOURNEY WITH JO

Jo (aka Kujo)
by Janet Riebe, DVM

When I first met Jo, I did not
know the nature of our future
together. It was a typical day at
the clinic when my Veterinary
Technician Assistant, Annie,
wanted to know if we could look
at a ten-year-old Mastiff mix
from the Portage County
Humane Society. Annie knows
that I have a weakness for the
geriatric population of pets, so
she already knew the answer
before she even asked! I was
immediately drawn to this boy
from the moment that I met him.
Seems he had been
surrendered a couple of weeks
prior after his family could no longer care for him. During that time, the Humane Society staff
watched as his appetite continued to decrease. They were able to coax him to eat with canned food,
but he was starting to lose weight. He had a broken forth upper premolar, which is a rather large
tooth in the mouth, so we thought this may be a part of his problem. We ran routine blood, urine,
and stool sample analysis, and did not find any obvious medical concerns so we scheduled him for
a dental cleaning and tooth extraction. Since the Humane Society does not have the funding
available in their budget to provide this type of care for an older dog, we were able to donate the
services.
He did very well with the procedure, so we planned to keep him for the week to be sure that he was
doing well before returning him to the PCHS. To our surprise, however, his appetite did not improve
and the weekend was approaching. We saw this big, beautiful dog hit his all time low of 94 pounds
by the end of that week. He was a walking skeleton. He certainly could not go back to the PCHS
yet, so we would need to keep him through the weekend. When I went in to care for him on
Saturday, it was clear that he was not eating at all, yet he seemed to be feeling well in all other
regards. I hated to leave him there, so I brought him home for the weekend. Luckily, he did well with
my two dogs, and had a gentle curiosity about our cat, so he passed the first test! He liked our
walks, loved his petting and seemed to settle in well. Yet he only showed minimal interest in food.
On Sunday evening, he vomited and had diarrhea, so I was convinced we were missing a medical
problem.
When I took him to the clinic on Monday, we checked x-rays of the chest and the abdomen, looking
for any clues of a cancer. We could not find anything unusual. We were relieved, but also confused
with his lack of appetite. I hated the thought of leaving him alone that night, so I took him home and
tried different combinations of food. He would do better if I held the bowl for him, but it was a
challenge to get him to finish a meal. We kept this up all week: he would stay in my office at the
clinic each day, and return to my home each night to try a new meal combination. Eventually, he
seemed to settle in to a routine and his eating got better. In retrospect, I was convinced that his lack
of appetite was due to anxiety and depression – this poor old sensitive guy had too many changes
in too short of a time. If he was truly ten, he deserved to live out his days just as he always had. It
was asking a lot for this guy to try to understand what was happening to him. We needed to find him
a home. And he could not go back into a kennel.

At first thought, it would seem logical that I would just keep
him, but there was this constant inner voice telling me that he
was not meant to be my dog. I couldn’t explain it, but I couldn’t
ignore it, either. We contacted various people who we thought
would give him the home he deserves, but one by one our
hand-picked families were unable to commit to him. He was
finally at a healthy weight of 110 pounds, and he was getting
more and more relaxed with us, showing more of his
personality each and every day. I think it took a long time for
him to completely trust someone, but once he did, he would
bond tightly. While he had basic training and good manners in
the house, he did not seem to have had much exposure to
other people or places. He did not know how to play with toys,
chew bones, or swim. He would almost panic when he met
certain people, barking at them anxiously as if trying to convey
some important message. I consulted with a veterinary
behaviorist who was able to advise me on how to work with
him. He seemed to be a smart guy that really made an effort
to learn whatever I would try to teach him. While this was a
good thing, I knew he needed to be developing this
relationship with his permanent family and not with us.
We made another call to a family in Upper Michigan that had
euthanized their nearly 14-year-old Weimaraner just a few weeks prior. In normal circumstances, I
would not have made such a call, as everyone needs their own time to grieve; however, this particular
client did say to keep them in mind if I heard of a dog that needed a good home. At the first visit, there
was an immediately palpable bond that developed between Jo and Chuck. Jo even rolled over for
Chuck to give a belly rub, something he did not usually do on the first meeting. Chuck took several
photos and called his wife to tell her all about Jo. I was cautiously optimistic that we had found the right
home for him, but I would wait for them to take some time to decide. The call came the next morning,
and they would be down the following week to take him home! My eyes welled with tears, as I had
genuinely come to adore this dog. But I finally understood my place as the temporary caretaker for this
guy until his perfect family had room in their hearts for him.
It certainly did take a lot of adjustments in our schedules to care for another dog, especially one that
needed some guidance. I certainly did not plan this, and would have had several logical reasons of why
I could not do this if someone would have asked me to foster a dog. This guy fell in my lap, and I was
hooked! I would do it all again. After this experience, I would encourage anyone that can make that
extra room in their homes and their hearts to help out by fostering an animal from their local Humane
Society or Pet Rescue. While I am continually amazed by the resiliency of most pets, there are those
that have needs beyond what an animal welfare group can provide. This guy was withering away in a
kennel. I certainly could not have scripted a better ending, though! As his new caretaker wrote, on the
trip to pick up Jo from Woodhaven, “My wife bought a lottery ticket while in Wisconsin but I told her we
already had won.” That says it all!
Recent Report: “Jo is doing ”wonderfully” better with meeting strangers and actually playing with toys.”
Janet Riebe, DVM
Woodhaven Animal Health

New Staff Members

Krysten Flugaur, CVT

Kaitelyn BaDour

Khryse joined our medical
team in October 2012 and
brings our shelter a wealth
of experience in animal care
and emergency situations.

Kaitelyn started at the HSPC
in November 2012 as a
member of our Animal Care
Staff. She is presently a
student at UWSP. majoring
in Biology.

2012 Fur Ball Raffle Ticket Winners
Margaret Patton—
Packer Tickets
Shelley Binder—
YMCA 1 Year Family Membership
Beverly Kloskowski—
Brody Design $500 Jewelry Gift Certificate
Jeff Kircher—
Tiarah Day “Pamper Yourself” Spa Package
Jill Rossier—
Cooper’s 10/39 BP $100 Gas Card

YOU CAN HELP!
Our Wish List…

Day‐to‐day operations at the Humane Society of Port‐
age County require unbelievable quantities of sup‐
plies for feeding and cleaning. You can help by donat‐
ing the following items—remember us the next time
you shop!
 Adult dog and puppy food—Purina One, IAMS or better, please!
 Adult cat and kitten food—Purina One, IAMS or better, please!
 Cat and dog toys
 Dog harnesses, collars and leashes—all sizes
 Bleach and liquid laundry detergent
 Dryer sheets
 Dawn dish soap
 Paper towels, toilet paper, dishwashing liquid
 Wood pellets (we use for cat litter—Menards, Lowes, or Wal‐
mart

 Cat Litter

Anne Vogt
Anne became a member of
the Animal Care Staff in
October wanting to help
with the welfare of our
animals and “make a
difference.”

Board of Directors
Linda Redfield, President
Jon Cronce, Vice President
Bruce Schenk, Treasurer
Ann Barrett, Secretary
Brett Jarman
Amanda Striecher

Tom Kelble, DVM
Lisa Kunst
Marshall Lee
Dennis Schenk
Sandra Spencer

Staff
Executive Director
Ron Blaha
Office Manager
Jaime Jones
Adoption Coordinator
Amanda Volkening
Adoption Counselors
Shelly Behrens
Dolores Glytas
Deb Klein
Humane Officers
Emilly Carlson*
Josh Franchuk
Kira Steines
Amanda Volkening
* also Receptionist

Veterinarians
Dr. Paul Cooper, DVM
Dr. Wayne LeVasseur, DVM
Dr. Elizabeth Wysocki, DVM
Medical Staff
Khryse Flugaur, CVT
Megan Nelson, CVT
Makayla Schultz
Animal Care Staff
Kaitelyn BaDour
Leslie Brining*
Nik Kolbeck
Crystal Ostrowski
Julie Reyes
Mariah Schultz*
Renae Sohlden
Shayne Sullivan
Anne Vogt

SEPTEMBER—NOVEMBER 2012 DROP OFF DONATIONS
Coulton Aldrich
Cindy Baake
Jody Beighley
Tim, Becky, Chandler, Benn
Amara Benn
Shelley Binder
John Britz Family
Cindy Chelcun
Jennifer Cocking
Lloyd & Lois Cole
Dixie Davis
Jill DeVita
Jim Dinkins
Marie Dobeck
Duane Domka
D Domke
Marianne Dudley
Nancy Euler
Linda Fuehrer
Sue Glodowski
Brian Gralla
Taran Green
James Grider
Dave & Arlene Harp
Bob Hessey

Beth Jarabek
Jennifer Kehoe
Jane Kelly
Sharon Kemper
Betty Kitzerow
Jeremy Kleifgen
Jim and Linda Krohelski
Kuribayashi
Wanda Kurzewski
Alexander Landerman
Cheryl Landgreek
Dotty Mansavage
Janice Marshall
Donna McIntee
Karen Meyer
Linda Miller
Jay Morris
Doug Muenster
Sally Nash
Bette Novak
Carole Olson
John and Marilyn Pionka
LuAnne Piotrowski
Angela Porsch
Lisa Porter/Gregerson

Dana Powell
Aalia Razui
Michelle and Brody Rice
Brian Mary Rickli
Carol Rogacheski
Carolyn Rogochesli
Lili Rolands
Nancy Ross
Ernest Rossier
Sadee Rothermel
Chris Rudahl
Amanda, Iliana, Dan Rustick
Garrett Ryan
Serena Sblendorio
Charlie & Carlene Schank
Kay Schmidt
Victoria Schultz
Celia Shogren
Ted & Jan Slowinski
Janel Slowinski
Debbie Smith
Paul and Charlene Smuda
Rebecca Paul Sommers
Lisa Stanislowski
Jean Stelchek

Eric Stremer
Shane Stuard
Marie Swanson
Pam Terrell
Dick & Jean Thompson
Rod and Barb Tillman
Darlene Travers
Peggy Trudell
Angie & Brady Vetrone
Bette Walczak
Ryan Wierzba
Rebecca Worzalla
Jenna Worzella
Judy Yauch
Haley Zakrzewski
St Stephen Church
Rays Business
USDA Rural Development
Gardner
Patricia

FUR BALL VOLUNTEERS
We had a considerable number of volunteers come forward to help with our Fur Ball event. Without their
help, this successful fund raiser would not have been possible. Some volunteers worked diligently behind
the scenes and it is our hope that we did not miss anyone here in recognizing their contributions. Please let
us know if we did. We thank the leadership of our co‐chairs, Ann Barrett and Brandan Hardie who brought
together many new team members for this year’s event.
Michelle Bauer
Tim Campbell
Eliannette Chapa
Gail Colrud
Tara Cooper
Jon Cronce
Elizabeth Drifka
Ginny Ellingson
Justine Eron
Hannah Eron
Patty Flanigan
Kate Frigo
Jerry Gadamus
Dolores Glytas
Nicki Gulan
Lisa Hansen
Dan Hellenbrand
Mary Sue Janis

Brett Jarman
Darcy Jarman
Thomasina Johnson
Jaime Jones
Laura Hartle
Lyne Kawleski
Tom Kelble
Dakota Kelz
Tammy Konkol & UAW Local 2020
Lisa Kunst
Kathy Ostrowski
Ian Merkel
Patricia Merkel
Lisa Pagliara
Sara Pieczynski
Joan Platt
Angela Poth
Linda Redfield

Dawn Roberts
Bruce Schenk
Dennis Schenk
Donna Smith
Steph Stokes
Amanda Streicher
Amanda Volkening
Judy Volkening
Robyn Volkening
Jody Walters
Gregor Walz
Janice White
Dan White
Emily Whitman
Heather Witt
Rebecca Worzalla
Lucas Worzalla
Lori Yonash

Theresa Yonash
Katy Behringer &
Best Buy Volunteers
Amherst Vet Hospital
Brody Designs
Community Animal Hospital
Misty Acres Animal Care
Play 'N' Learn
Schierl Team Members
Swetz Roadside Convenience
The Studio Salon & Day Spa
Tiarah Day Spa
Woodhaven Animal Health
HSPC Staff Members
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THANK YOU TO OUR FUR BALL DONORS
Businesses
ABR Employment Services
Accounting Workshop
Adventure 212
All American Cleaning & Restoration
Allen Supply Company, Inc.
Applebee's
Associated Bank
Auto Exchange
Belt's Soft Serve
Big Apple Bagels
Bill's Pizza Shop
Blue Top Family Restaurant & Rookies
Sports Pub
Book Look
Brody Designs LLC
Buffalo Wild Wings
Burger King
Celebrate Plover 2012
Central Wisconsin Animal Emergency
Center
Central Wisconsin Children's Museum
Central Wisconsin Symphony
Chili's Grill & Bar
Clean Power LLC
Comfort Suites
Community Animal Hospital
Cooper Oil Company, Inc.
Cost Cutters
Curves for Women
D & D Auto, Inc.
D.Q. Grill & Chill
Dave's Body Shop
Delta Dental
Denny's
Dental Health Center SC
Dog Days Grooming & Daycare
Donaldson Company, Inc.
Duraclean Specialists
El Mezcal
Ella's Restaurant
Eye Clinic of Wisconsin
Family Video
Fazoli's Restaurant
Final Score, The
Flint Creek Woodworking
Furniture & Appliance Mart
Guu's on Main
H & R Block
Hartman Photography

Hilltop Pub & Grill
Holiday Inn
HO Wolding, Inc.
Insurance Counselor, LLC
Inner Element
International Bank of Amherst
Just Cruisin Travel
Kentucky Fried Chicken
KH Fisher Services LLC
Klismith Accounting
Krebs Business Machines
Kwik Trip
Lands' End
Liberty Tax
Ligman & Wille CPA LLC
Lodge at Cedar Creek
Lotus Healing Arts
Lynn's Greenhouse
Mandi's Pet Care LLC
Marshfield Clinic
Matsu Ya Sushi ‐ Grill
Medical Imaging Associates
Mid‐State Lock & Safe
Muckamoor Boarding
Oakview Medical Center
Parkway Bar
Patrykus Farms, Inc.
Peaceful Pines
Perkins
PETCO
Pine Valley Golf Course
Pink Boutique
Pizza Hut
Plover's 5 Star Lanes
Portage County Gazette
Roberts Irrigation Co., Inc.
Rocky Rococo
RR Donnelley Global Turnkey
Solutions
Saint Vincent De Paul
Thrift Store
Sandra's Lasting Impressions
Scaffidi Motors
Sentryworld Sports Center
Shulfers Sprinklers /
Landscaping/Garden Center
Skipp's Bowling
Slumberland Furniture
Soik Sales Inc.
Sport Clips

Stevens Point Brewery
Stevens Point Country Club
Stevens Point Junior
Woman's Club
Target
Team Schierl Companies
Tiarah Day Spa
Travel Guard
Vickie Jeans Creations
Walmart Supercenter
Water Street Grille
Wisconsin Rapids Kennel Club
Wisconsin River Golf club
YMCA

Individuals
Alepander, Louisa
Banovetz, Sheila
Barrett, Tom and Ann
Brindley, Jennifer
Buck, Ann
Burns, Dan & Nancy
Cooper, Dr. Paul
Drifka, Elizabeth
Dunlap, Roy & Jane
Faber, Stephen DDS
Flanigan, Dennis& Patti
Gadamus, Jerry & Jean
Glytas, Dolores & Val
Harvath, Beth & Dave
Kaufman, Mary & Jerry
Kinney, Judy
Knapp, Sandra
Konopacki, Dave & Mary
Korf, Tim
Martin, Susan
Meshak, Marcia
Millard, Nancy
Okray, Pat
Otte, Mary
Overracker, Dennis
Pagliara Family
Patrykus Farms, Inc.
Pavelski, Joe
Polum, Mike & Laura
Pray, Pauline
Rose, Leona
Slowinski, Jo
Westphal, Myra
Worzalla Rebecca

SEPTEMBER—NOVEMBER 2012 DONATIONS
ALEXANDER DONALD & ROSALIE
ALVARE MAX
AMHERST JUNCTION WOMENS' CLUB
ANDREASEN JOSHUA
ANONYMOUS
ANONYMOUS
ANONYMOUS
ANONYMOUS
ARVALEA CRAWFORD
ASHBECK KELLY
ASHENBRENNER RITA DINS
ASSELIN RENEE
BAGGS JENNY & BATES JEFF
BALZ CINDY
BEHRENS SHELLEY
BERG CYNTHIA
BEYER TARA
BINDER SHELLEY
BOUCK SUSAN
BRODY DESIGNS LLC
BROWN COUNTY UNITED WAY
BUSHMAN CINDY
BUTTERFIELD ROMAN
CALLAHAN KAREN & TOM
CARTER MARSHALL
CASPER BEN
CASPERSON LAURA
CIGEL JODI
CLAUSEN CONNIE
CLEMONS CRAIG AND MARY
CLINTON CHRIS
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
OF CENTRAL WISCONSIN
CORNWELL DOUGLAS & JOAN
COULTHURST LUANN
COULTHURST RUTH & MIKE
CROSSLEY ALLEN & SANDRA
CUSTOMER
(LINCOLN COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY)
CYWINSKI MELVIN
DAHL RANDI
DAVIS RICHARD
DEBBIE BRYZA
DETTMAN BRETT
DEVITA JILL
DONATION/ANONYMOUS
DONATION/ANONYMOUS
DONATION/ANONYMOUS

EAGLE POINT NORTH INC.
EDWARD J OKRAY FOUNDATION
EMPLOYEES AT JP MORGAN CHASE CO
ENKERS KATHY
EUGENE V. DIGGINS JR.
EULER J NANCY
FINGER REBECCA
FOX RYAN & JENNIFER
FRANKS SUSAN & DENNIS
FREIBERG RACHAEL & KILLIAN PATRICK
GERWOOD DIANE & JOSEPH
GFWC STEVENS POINT
JUNIOR WOMENS CLUB
GLISCZINSKI KEVIN & KAREN
GOLLON JOE & MELISSA
GOLLONIK BEVERLY
GOSH JULIE
HAASE RENEE
HAHN DOUGLAS & ERIN
HANSEN GERALD & SYLVIA
HANSEN LISA OR RICK
HARRIS BETTY JO & KURT
HEFTER RON
HENSKE MELISSA
HENSLEY JEFFERY
HINTZ CAROL
IOLA OLD CAR SHOW, INC
JAKUSZ CHRIS
JOANN ROSE
JOHNSON VALERIE
KAUFMAN JERRY
KEDROWSKI VICTOR AND VALERIE
KEHOE JENNIFER
KIRSLING CATHERINE A.
KIZEWSKI RICH
KORF TIM
KROGWOLD MARJORIE
KUNDINGER RACHEL
KWIK TRIP
LAGAE PAUL
LARRICK GEARY &LYDIA
LARSON DAVE
LASZEWSKI TODD & JESSIE
LECKER JAMES & MELISSA
LINZMEIER HOLLY
LUANN HAMILTON
LUCAS BRENDA

MACRANDER LINDSAY
MADDY'S LEMONADE STAND
MANCL ELIZABETH
MATTHEWS SHAYLYN
MAWBEY WILLIAM
MC KENZIE AVA
MC PARTLAND PETER & LAURA
MCGOWAN BRITTANY
MEDDAUGH DOUGLAS & LINDA
MEDDAUGH SHIRLEY
MEWS RONALD & DAWN
MEYER ABIGAIL
MILKOWSKI MARK & CINDY /
SUBWAY
MILLER JILL
MILLER MAUREEN
MOORE CAROL & ROLY
MORELL SHARON
MULDER VICTORIA
MUTSCHLECNER SARAH & TIMOTHY
TURYK, NANCY
NIELSEN AUTUMN
NOVAK MELANIE
O' MALLEY THOMAS AND LYNN
O'MALLY LYNN
OSTROWSKI KAREN
PALMINI DENNIS & CATHY
PAMELA SHERRY
PATTY LINZMEIER
PAW 2 PAW TRADING POST
PEDE BEVERLY
PLATTEN J.
POLZIN BRIAN
PORSCH ANGELA
PZYBYLSKI, LUKE & MACHELLE
RADEMACHER BABETTE
RASPOR BEVERLY
REBECCA J TOWNE
REBECCA SCHULTHESS
RHEINECK MICHAELA
RISTOW WILLIAM & NANCY
ROBERT AND BETTY ABBOTT
ROSE LEONA
RUMSEY CHARLES & ELIZABETH
RYAN GARRETT
SCHULIST'S CUSTOM CABINETS
SCHULTZ JEFFERY

SCHUMAN KIRK
SCHWAB CHARITABLE FUND
SERAMUR FAMILY FOUNDATION
SHELBY CZARNIECKI
SHERRY PAMELA
SIEBERS RACHEL
SKIBBA DALE & KATHY
SLICER KAREN
SLOWINSKI MARK
SOBCZAK LISA & TERRY /
ABR EMPLOY
SOLVERUD DELORES
SOWKA ALBIN
SPAAR ROSE
SPECTRA PRINT
SPINDLER PAULA
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
STEVENS POINT AREA
RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCI.
STEVENS POINT AREA SENIOR
HIGH
STEVENS POINT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
SUMMER CAR SHOW FUND
SWENSON ROBERT
TANYA REKOWSKI
TOMOKO KURIVAYASHI
TOUCHSTONE SENIOR SERVICES
TRAVERS DARLENE
TRIERWEILER MICHELLE
TRISHA JONES
TUCKER JO ANN
VILLMER KATHERINE
VIVIAN WEBER PAGEL
VOSS JAN & THOMAS
W. HALVERSON
WAKLEE LeANNE
WATKINS DYLAN
WILSON PATRICK & LYNN MARIE
WIMMER SAMANTHA
WINKELS TOM
WISCONSIN RAPIDS KENNEL
CLUB
WISE BETSY & DAVID
YANTA ROBERT
YENTER STEPHANIE
ZDZIEBLOWSKI TRAVERS

In Memory of
The late “Kitty” Schroeter from Becky & Emily Schroeter
Douglas Radtke from Larry Graham
Margaret Hein from Joseph & Dee Ann Donahue
Danny our beloved Pom from Judith & Allen Larsen
The late Larry Littler from Grayhill
Wendy, Einie, and Bailey from Kenneth Grzesiak
Jessie Winecki from Linda Hertel
Jessie Winecki and family from Diane & Mike Houlihan
In Honor of

Mildred Hagen from Myron & Matilda Rybicke
Alice Kizewski from Salvador Polanco & Melanie Rose
Lisa Welty from Janice Marshall
Son’s cat, “Spaz” from Julie Olsen
Chase & Zach from Dennis & Linda Dahlman
Chester from Terry Kolesar
Kimberly Lamb’s dog from Kimberly Lamb
Pets (Blessing off the Pets Ceremony) from Stevens Point
Catholic Church

Jessie Winecki from Richard Bergholtz & Susan Winecki
Lisa & Frank Radomski’s wedding from Sarah & Dean Pieczynski
Anita Wray (Wrongway Farm) from Ronald & Charolette Hensler (Spay/Neuter Fund)
Katie their wonderful companion for the last nine years from William & Nancy Ristow
Lucas Timmerman, our October 2012 Student of the Month from St. Paul Lutheran Church
Francis Hayley from Paula Summers
Cody Worzella from Thomas & Lynn O’Malley

Keeping Your Pets Happy and Healthy During the Holidays
by Janet Riebe, DVM
As the year comes to a close, it is common for
many folks to fall away from their normal routines in
preparation for the Holiday Season. We become
consumed with shopping lists, travel plans, meal
preparation and house decorating, but it is also
important to be mindful of the family pets. To help
you avoid an unexpected visit to the veterinarian,
follow these guidelines:
Plants
While some plants are safe for pets, it would be
best to use caution with classic Holiday plants, such
as Mistletoe, Amaryllis bulbs, Poinsettia, and Holly.
Cats seem most drawn to eating parts of these
plants, which may have toxic effects of various
degrees. When giving a gift to fellow pet owners, a
Christmas Cactus or a floral bouquet are often safe choices.
Food
Sudden dietary changes can often lead to diarrhea and/or vomiting, so avoid giving too many new
treats. Likewise, remind family and friends to keep the human foods away from your pets, especially
sweet or fatty foods. In addition to vomiting and diarrhea, some pets will actually develop
inflammation in their pancreas, which is a digestive gland. This inflammatory condition
("pancreatitis") is very painful, and can be life threatening in some pets. It is also important to keep
your guests from giving any bones from the meal table since they can splinter, causing irritation in
the stomach or blockage anywhere in the gastrointestinal tract. When possible, stay on the same
feeding schedule for your pets during this time of year.
Decorations
Candles may pose a hazard for curious cats, accidentally burning the whiskers when they get too
close. Ornaments, including the hooks, can become a serious issue for a pet that tries to swallow
these, so keep them at a level that your pets cannot reach. Tree lights and extension cords pose an
electrical hazard to a pet that tries to bite them, so do not leave cords exposed. Tinsel and ribbons
invite an inquisitive cat, quickly becoming the cause of severe gastrointestinal problems if ingested.
Careful planning while decorating will help keep your pets safe.
Gifts
Watch your pets closely as they play with any new toys, especially those with squeakers and stuffing
as these are not meant to be ingested. Dogs can become possessive with new toys and bones, so
monitor them closely to avoid fights between dogs. Also, keep track of any batteries since these can
cause serious problems if your dog swallows one. Close supervision of your pets can keep them
safe.
Stress
Some dogs and cats do not like a lot of people or commotion, so consider your pet's personality
when you plan your festivities. If needed, close your pet in a quiet, comfortable area while you have
your company. In some cases, boarding your pet at a kennel may be ideal. Talk with your
veterinarian about various ways to manage your pet's stress or anxiety at the Holidays.
Enjoy the Holidays with your family and friends while keeping your pets happy and safe!

MOMENTS OF REFLECTION
Thank you to the family of the late Sydney Dree
Small for your donation of time and supplies to
the Humane Society of Portage County. It was
Sydneys 17th Birthday on November 9th, 2012
and to honor Sydney‐ Mom, Dad, Bran, Pedro,
Jesus, Amara, Riley, Kelsey, Lauren and Auntie
Eileen came to the shelter on her Birthday.
Thank you from all the furry friends!

I just wanted to tell you all, that the positive and caring en‐
ergy from staff and the facility is truly amazing. I can see why
my sister Lisa would always donate and adopt from you. I will
continue to do so in her honor. If I lived nearby, I would vol‐
unteer. You all are doing a fantastic!

We stopped in last week to
deliver some doggy toys and
pet the kitties. We were bom‐
barded by love in one of the
kitty rooms :‐)

I use to take pictures at the shelter over the summer of 2012. I fell in love with Abby on day
one. We went out to get her pictures taken, played a little bit before going back in, and was in shock
that nobody adopted her yet she was the sweetest dog ever, and everyone at the shelter fell in love
with her. She was scheduled to have a meet and greet and figured they would love her and we
would never get to see her again, we were wrong. On July 2nd 2012, my Husband and I had a meet
and greet with Abby & noticed that she had been abused really badly before the shelter life, she has
a limp, what appears to be BB's under her skin. My Husband and I looked at each other and said she
was going home with us. Abby did go home that day. She came to our home with the unknown's of
what love can really be. She had a few brawls with the 2 dogs, and they got their pecking order
straightened out.
Abby is very loving & wakes us up at night if there is something wrong. During the night when our
11 daughter is by her dads house, she sleeps right next to our bed, when Rich gets up to go to work,
she gladly takes over his spot in the bed. When Steph is home, Abby sticks by her side. She is the
best dog we have ever owned & glad to call her part of our family. She is doing wonderful here and

We adopted Arcamedes, "Medes," which is the cat on the
right, and Trent is holding our newest addition Bashful,
"Bash," in his lap. To the right is Roxie adopted in July
snuggling with Bash.

This is Katie now known as Daisy.
We adopted her in September and she is the sweetest girl.
We love her very much.

Alice is loving her new home... Thanks again!

Mia aka Pearl :) Tried
getting a good holiday
picture of her, however
she isn't one to sit still
Jock was having his very first Christmas pictures taken on his very first Christmas with us...and did very well! We adopted him in the early summer and he
has filled the missing piece in our family.
I don’t know what his last home was like but I do know what his forever home is like. He and the dogs get along great! They play
with each other, and beg for goodies together and I find it so funny when Mav just slaps the dogs for no reason! He doesn’t
even use his claws...ever. I debated about declawing him because all my friend’s cats were but once I realized he doesn’t use
them I left them alone. Why take them away when he doesn’t use them to destroy furniture or hurt anyone. Honestly, I have
never even heard Mav hiss and anything. He really is such a good natured cat. There are not enough words to describe how
much Mav means to me. You have given me something truly amazing and I cannot thank you enough.
Forever and Always,
Becca and Mav

Little Miss Darla has declared the Christmas tree her nap time place!

Hi Amanda... thought I would send a couple of pictures of our Jed aka (Jasper)
Haven’t had time to take very many pictures as of yet cuz good ole Jed is taking up
my time with a lot of good fun attention... he is getting along real good with my
older dog just a couple of things I have to be careful about when they are near each
other but it is going real good but not so good with my cats, they absolutely do not
like him trying different ways to introduce them but not doing so good yet... I think
they are going to take a lot longer to accept him than I thought.... He is such a good
dog, he listens so good most of the time & is now starting to want to learn more
about all of what goes on at home, very willing to please, we just Love him...
Take care & again Thanks for helping introduce Jed to our home.....Chris

Honor Your Loved Ones With an HSPC Patio Brick!
Are you looking for a lasting way to honor or memorialize your loved ones, whether they be two-legged animal lovers or your four-legged family members? You can engrave your love in stone while supporting
HSPC’s mission by purchasing a commemorative brick, to be placed in our brick patio outside the shelter
facility. Simply complete the following application and mail it with your payment, or visit us for a view of the
patio and make your decision at that time. HSPC will make every effort to engrave the brick as requested;
there are a maximum number of characters allowed and we reserve the right to alter your message as
needed. Bricks will be ordered at least twice per year and will be placed in our brick patio as weather permits. We look forward to adding your loved ones to our special brick patio!

Commemorative Brick Application
Please print—one brick per application
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________ City ____________________ State ____ Zip ________
Phone (_____) ______________________ Email ____________________________________________
Payment Method: $100 Circle: Cash

Check Credit Card: __________________________

How would you like the brick engraved? (Ideas: In honor of, in memory of, family member or pet name)
Line 1: _______________________________________________________________________________
Line 2: _______________________________________________________________________________
Line 3: _______________________________________________________________________________

(Please mail your application to: HSPC, 3200 Iber Lane, Plover, WI 54467)

~ ~ ~ ~ Additions to the HSPC Brick Patio ~ ~ ~ ~
In Memory of Christopher Gunderson from Karen Gunderson
In Memory of Brett Ellingson from Ginny Ellingson
In Honor of Ripley Van Wold from Craig & Kim Wold
A Passion for Rabbits, Mary Doudna from Lon & Mary Doudna

Become a Spay/Neuter Sponsor
And Make a Difference!
Fact: In the U. S. as a whole, there are an estimated 6—8 million homeless animals
entering shelters every year.
Fact: Spay/Neuter is the only permanent, 100% effective method of birth control for
dogs and cats.
Your donation to the spay/neuter sponsor
program will help defray the cost of this
necessary surgery for our animals at the
Humane Society!
YOU
can
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If you would like to be a part of this amazing
opportunity, please send your donation and
the form below to:
Humane Society of Portage County
Spay/Neuter Sponsor Program
3200 Iber Lane
Plover, WI 54467

Spay/Neuter Sponsor Donation Form

(Please cut and return with your donation to the Humane Society of Portage County)
Name ______________________________________________
Address _______________________________ City _____________________ State ____ Zip _______
Email address ___________________________________________ Phone _______________________
Circle:

Dog

Cat

Either is fine!

SPAY AND NEUTER SPONSORS
ANDERSON HELENE
ANDERSON TERRY
HENDEL GRACE
KLEIN MARGARET & KENT

MOWRY FAHRA & ETHAN
MURPHY MARY
THE PETCO FOUNDATION
WRZINSKI SHIRLEY

SPASH teacher Melissa Tatro and her “Life Management

The Family and Consumer Education
Department at SPASH had a unit on “Life
Management.” As an assignment, the students
developed a cottage industry that made locker
magnets for students to sell during the lunch
hours. The class sold 80 magnets! The principal
at SPASH liked the idea and asked the class to
make another 100 magnets. The class went to
work and painted the magnets.
The unit helped the students understand how
they could turn an idea into a workable project.
After expenses, they had $130 remaining. From
this experience the teacher, Melissa Tatro,
combined this experience into another unit
about community service and how people can
help others. The students, many animal lovers,
decided to donate the money to the Humane
Society of Portage County.

SPASH CONNECTS FOR HSPC
JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT COMPANY: GoatWorks
In the Intro to Business class at SPASH, students are presented the task to organize and run a
chartered company sponsored by Junior Achievement. One of the companies, GoatWorks, has
decided to make ornaments. They purchased one hundred eighty and printed the Portage County
Humane Society Logo on them. Each ornament is on sale for $10; however twenty percent of the
money GoatWorks will make will be donated to the Humane Society. All of the students involved with
this company are very excited and eager to give back to the community and helping a great
organization. If you are interested purchasing an ornament and at the same time helping an
organization in your community, the ornaments will be available for purchase at the Humane Society
as well as many local businesses. If you have any questions or would like to help please e‐mail us at
goatworks2012@gmail.com. Thank you for your support.

McDill Elementary held their monthly
Character Education session emphasizing the
character pillar ‐ “Citizenship.” During this
assembly they learn specific points relating to
one of the six pillars ‐Trustworthiness, Respect,
Responsibility, Fairness, Caring, Citizenship. At
this assembly the students were given the
opportunity to contribute to a non‐profit
organization and the Humane Society was one
of their choices. The students contributed
$61.27. Thank you McDill Elementary!

Volunteering Reminder



Volunteer Orientation is the third Thursday of each month at 5:00 p.m. at the Humane Society
Volunteer Opportunities include: Fund Raising, Animal Socializing, Adoption Follow‐up Calls,
Spay/Neuter Program, Adoption Team Helpers, Housekeeping, Special Needs Pets, Grooming,
Foster Care, and Meet & Greet. Stop‐in to learn more about volunteering opportunities.

HSPC TO GET A ROOF OVER THE OUTSIDE KENNELS!

Print Design
We applied for a grant with the Community Foundation of Central Wisconsin to obtain money for the
construction of a roof over our outside kennels to help protect our dogs from extreme weather conditions.
Our builders, Feist Construction, are kindly donating their labor to put up the structure. With the $5,000
grant from the Community Foundation and a matching gift from the Edward J. Okray Foundation we will
have the new addition completed by early next year.
We thank the Grant Committee, Feist Construction, and the Edward J. Okray Foundation for their significant
contributions to make this addition possible.

FILL THE VAN
Dolores Glytas came up with an idea that has proven to be very beneficial for our
Humane Society. The concept was “FILL THE VAN.” There has been two ‘FILL THE VAN”
events, the initial one at Trig’s County Market and the second one at the new Copp’s
store. Their customers were exceptional in providing us with items from our wish list!
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HUMANE SOCIETY OF PORTAGE COUNTY
Shelter Facilities
3200 Iber Lane
Plover, WI 54467
Phone: 715-344-6012 or Fax: 715-344-5954

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday: 11:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m

Friday: 11:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Tuesday: 11:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Saturday: 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Thursday: 11:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Wednesdays & Holidays: CLOSED

_______________________________________________________
Mission Statement
Our mission is to prevent cruelty, abuse, neglect and overpopulation of companion animals while
seeking adoption of these animals into compatible homes, and teaching humane awareness and
respect for all life thus helping to build a better community.

_______________________________________________________
Visit us at www.hspcwi.org or www.petfinder.com

